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TAUPO FISHING CLUB BIG SNAPPER TRIP REPORT

By Bob Bevege


At long last Monday October 15th arrived and twelve members of the Club made their way to the small Waikato 
coastal township of Kawhia for the Big Snapper Trip.


Some members got there earlier in the day and even tried to catch a fish in and around the town area of the 
harbour. They were able to watch the charter boats return with their days catch and it put all our hopes up for the 
great days fishing coming up the next day. We all stayed at the Kawhia Hotel which is an adventure in itself. The 
Pub is an original New Zealand country establishment which doesn’t appear to have had anything done to it for 
many years and the owners appeared as if they would rather be out of there if they could. However the beer was 
cold, the food was good, the beds were old and cold, and they closed the bar at 8 pm. The next morning at 7am 
we were all on the wharf loading our gear onto our charter boat the “Clansman”. After a short safety briefing and 
the handing out of Life Jackets we were off down the harbour and across the bar entrance heading out to the 
Ocean. After thirty to 40 minutes cruising we reached the 55 metre mark where the skipper dropped the anchor. 
Twelve rods then went into action and it wasn’t long before the first fish appeared over the side. For the next 4 
hours 125 Snapper. Several kahawai, gurnard, barracuda, sharks hit the deck. At the same time we had dolphins, 
big sharks, seals and birds all around the boat. By 11.30am the skipper said that we had caught our limits so it 
was lines in and back to the wharf. Although the sea was a little choppy none of the crew were sick although 
Lance looked fairly close at times. Back at the wharf the fish were all off loaded and we all grabbed our Chilly 
Bins and the catch was divided up. It was here that the heaviest were weighted and it was Craig who took out 
the honours by a few grams from Bob. Both fish went just over 10lb. Every one that went caught fish and all took 
home full bins of snapper. Once everyone was home several wished that we hadn’t caught so many as they then 
had the task of filleting and bagging all their fillets.

The trip was a great success with the main comment being “When is the next Trip” 
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Some photos from the trip 


If you want your own copy 
please email 
rtjterra@gmail.com
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OVER ON 

THE DARK SIDE

BY THE GREY GHOST 


When fly fisher people say they are going fishing in the 

South Island canals around Tekapo and Twizel they are 

told they are “going over to the dark side”, as that type

of fishing is not considered “pure” compared with 

catching a wild rainbow in the Tongariro on a fly rod. 

The fishing down by the salmon farms on the Ohau canal 

system and the Tekapo canal is certainly a world removed

from fishing up the Hinemaiaia Stream and the fish are so 

fat they look as if they are from another planet!


Chris and Lesley went to Twizel for the third year running 

in October to have another go on the “dark side” to catch 

some more whoppers and they did just that. With eight 

women fishing they landed five trout over 10lbs and one 

of those was over 20lbs. It seems everyone wants to 

catch a double figure trout sometime in their life and this 

is a great way to start.


The hydro canal system was built in the 1970’s and 

1980’s to connect the water from lakes Tekapo, Pukaki 

and Ohau via power stations before the water finally flows 

into Lake Benmore. Subsequently salmon farms have 

been built and operate on the canals with the occasional 

escapees of chinook (king) salmon while the trout 

(rainbow and brown) are landlocked in the 57kms of 
canals. With the frequent feeding of the anchovy oil pellets 
for the salmon, the trout take station and sit under the 
salmon farms and scoff the leftover pellets as they fall 
through. It is these trout that grow into monsters very 
quickly and are our prey.It is not just chuck your line in and boom you have a trout on the line, there are many 
hours spent waiting and watching as the monsters rise, cruise and roll over in front of your eyes. 


Some people fly fish and some spin while most use bait, our preferred system is using the spinning rod with 
egg-beater reel loaded with 20lb braid and then 15lb fluro leader rigged with a 2oz sinker and a ledger with a 
booby fly. We cast out, wait for the sinker to roll to a stop and put the rod in the rod holder, pop some bells on 
the rod tip and sit back and wait, have a coffee, a beer and just relax soaking up the view of the mountains, 
snow, water and the monsters cruising past you. Not everyone’s cup of tea but the pictures tell the story…If you 
are planning a trip to fish on the “dark side” contact Chris and Lesley for info on what works and what doesn’t.
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It has been quite an eventful 
two months, fly fishing 
consistently and then having 
week long breaks from it. Do I 
regret it? Nope. It’s nice to 
give the fish a break, the arm 
and back a break, and for 
there to be one less angler 
out there; it’s always good to 
allow the trout to recover from 
the season of spawning. 

In early October I started 
working for Matt at Rod and 
Tackle; I took over Dustin’s 
hours while he spent time 
over in Germany and Holland. 
I’ve had a great time in the 
shop and meeting new 
anglers from Taupō, around 
NZ and overseas… my 
favourite was a young guy 
who took his shirt off to show 
me his trout themed tattoos 
(don’t tell Claudio, haha). In 
the same month I went on the 
Big Snapper Trip in Kawhia 
organised by Bob Bevege. 
The attendee list for the trip 
was maxed out. It was announced during club night that one of the members 
decided to drop out, so my hand went straight up; life can be too short for 
politeness. Doug, Shirley and I drove to Kawhia on the morning prior to the 
day on the charter. We did a bit of sightseeing and tried to get a fish on the 
fly, but time proved we were in the wrong places. Shirley happened to catch 
the first fish, a lovely butterfish off the wharf by spinner. The day on the 
charter was brilliant! We were up before dawn and onto the boat. It was fish 
after fish, and before the sun went down I had my fish gutted, scaled and 
stacked in the freezer. It was a great trip, when is the next one, Bob? 

In November, Claudio and I stayed at the Kereru Lodge up the Tauranga-
Taupō river with our friends Kathleen and Keith, from Napier. Day 1 was 
difficult from an angler’s perspective as pressure from anglers on the river 
was high. We also assumed they were not feeding, as various nymph, dry, 
and wet fly patterns were used to no avail… well, apart from Claudio who 
managed to get a 6lb brown (of course). By the mid-afternoon there were 
intervals of feeding which saw the team with a few good hookups (minus 
yours truly 😜 )

We decided to head back to the lodge for a fabulous meal prepared by Keith 
and Kathleen; the food and company complemented each other well! Found 
ourselves talking until the early hours leaving few hours for sleep. Day 2 
arrived and I stepped out onto the the stony terrain, made my first couple of 
casts and the fish was on. Kathleen was nymphing a drop off and pulled out a 
nice jack, while I managed to christen Claudio’s new rod with a little rainbow 
on the dry… sorry my man. I could go on and on about this weekend; there 
was great scenery, great fishing, but —more importantly—great company. 
Thanks K&K. 


FROM 

THE 

EDITOR:

THERESA
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ANNUAL SMOKE OFF

& BI-MONTHLY 

CLUB TOURNAMENT


  




Food is always a crowd pleaser, especially smoked 
trout. So why not have a Smoke Off ? This was a 
great time which coincided with the club’s bi-
monthly tournament in early November. First off, a 
big thanks to the participants and voters! 


Our tastebuds were privileged to encounter a variety 
of smoked trout recipes. Trout was presented cold 
and hot smoked or whipped into pate and served 
with crackers. It was an event you would want to be 
early for, if you do not want to be left with nothing! 
Very nicely done chefs. 


We look forward to the next Smoke Off, hopefully 
more people will come and bring more trout dishes 
to inspire culinary creativity… and serve our palates. 


Lesley Hosking picked up 2nd and 3rd place with her 
quality South Island trout.

Congratulations to Gordon Stevenson for winning our 
Annual Smoke Off.  

Trophy kindly made by Doug Oldfield 
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New member Wendy Lu won 
Best Condition Factor


William Lawton won Heaviest 
Fish
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FISHO FRIENDS OUT 
AND ABOUT



October & November 2018 // Newsletter  3 

WELCOME 

NEW MEMBERS


We warmly welcome Steve Lin and Wendy 
Lu, to the club and to Taupō! They have 
recently moved to town, but have visited 
several times over the past decade for fly 
fishing… congratulations on making to big 
move to town, we look forward to enjoying 
your company at events and on the water!

HAPPY UN-BIRTHDAY 
SHIRLEY

That’s a wrap for now, will type up another 
newsletter in January and I will hopefully have 
some nice south island fish to mention… 
maybe a brown, and a canal fish. 


Have a safe and good time over the festive 
period, please feel free to send in those fish 
photos to: rtjterra@gmail.com


Have a good one 🎣 #  
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